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Fall Symposium Looks at Oral History  
Beyond the Transcript
Archivists have long been concerned with 
access, and especially which descriptive 
practices and technologies will enhance 
discovery and even characteristics of 
the original object itself. Oral history 
interviews, however, present unique chal-
lenges; accessibility and digital preserva-
tion planning must take into account 
their time-based, audiovisual nature, the 
large amount of information they contain, 
and the time-consuming and costly 
transcription required to make them 
discoverable and accessible. As many of us 
can attest, digitizing and describing oral histories like any other archival collection 
often do not suffice in meeting researcher needs. Researchers are not only interested 
in reading a transcript but also in locating specific moments in an interview, as well 
as being able to find them relatively quickly and understanding the context in which 
Presenter Doug Boyd enlightens the audi-
ence with the finer points of oral history 
description.
(Continued on page 4)
Update from the 2015 Annual Meeting Program 
Committee “MAC in the Bluegrass State”
Lexington, Kentucky, May 6–9, 2015
In the last issue of the MAC Newsletter, 
you learned about what the Local Arrange-
ments Committee has in store for the 2015 
Annual Meeting. If that wasn’t enough to 
entice you, here are some tidbits from the 
Program Committee.
They have engaged Joel Pett, a Pulitzer 
Prize–winning editorial cartoonist, as the meeting’s plenary speaker. Pett 
has been with the Lexington Herald-Leader since 1984, and his cartoons have 
appeared in hundreds of newspapers and magazines nationwide. He is known 
for his dynamic and witty presentations and will include cartoons in his talk, 
which is tentatively titled “What’s So Funny about Free Speech?”
The Program Committee has also been busy scouring over your session proposals 
and ideas to engineer a set of sessions that are sure to please. With a wide variety 
of topics covered, including management, electronic records, and audiovisuals, 
they hope there will be several topics that will spark your interest.
(Continued on page 5)
Candidates for the  
2015 Election
The Nominating Committee of 
Daardi Sizemore (chair), Meg 
Miner, and Jackie Shalberg an-
nounces the following members 
who have agreed to run for office 
in the upcoming election:
President (one position)
Jennifer Johnson, Cargill Inc. 
(MN) 
Josh Ranger, University of 
Wisconsin–Oshkosh (WI)
Secretary (one position)
Michael Doylen, University of 
Wisconsin–Milwaukee (WI)
Dina Kellams, Indiana 
University–Bloomington (IN)
(Continued on page 11)
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these moments occur. Oral history interviews contain many 
subtleties—how words are said, to whom they are said, facial 
expressions, intonation, body language. Without tools to help 
researchers locate, explore, and understand content, digital 
oral histories might as well be in a dark archives, inaccessible, 
unknown, and undiscoverable. But how do we quickly and 
efficiently connect researchers with the content they seek, 
and how do we make that experience useful and meaningful?
The 2014 Fall Symposium, “Oral History, Archives, and 
Innovation,” presented MAC members with the oppor-
tunity to explore the multifaceted nature of oral histories 
as they are captured, curated, and disseminated, and the 
role technologies can play in helping researchers identify 
those meaningful moments. Held in the Illini Union at 
the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, the sym-
posium drew attendees from Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, 
Kentucky, Ohio, Wisconsin, Missouri, Iowa, and North 
Dakota. Over a day and a half, Dr. Doug Boyd, director of 
the Louie B. Nunn Center for Oral History at the University 
of Kentucky Libraries, discussed oral history transcription, 
collection management, metadata and descriptive practices, 
dissemination, digital exhibits, legal and ethical issues, 
digitization, and digital curation and preservation strategies. 
As we rethink oral history curation and dissemination, 
Boyd demonstrated how a tool like OHMS (Oral His-
tory Metadata Synchronizer) can play a pivotal role in 
facilitating access to online oral histories. OHMS (www 
.oralhistoryonline.org) is a free, open source, web-based 
application that connects textual searches to the corre-
sponding moment in audio and video recordings. While 
OHMS was developed with oral histories in mind, Boyd 
pointed out it can be used for any time-based media, and 
thus its utility for archives with audiovisual collections is 
multifaceted. In addition to OHMS, he talked with at-
tendees about other free and easy to use tools and systems 
that can be integrated into curation workflows, such as 
MediaInfo to collect technical metadata and the use of 
YouTube for providing access. 
As important as the technologies we use to curate and 
make oral histories discoverable, Boyd noted, is the delicate 
balance between providing enough description to create 
access and ensuring that privacy and restricted content 
are safeguarded. Indeed, we need to be aware that the 
descriptive metadata we use could potentially give away 
why an interview is restricted. Throughout the program, 
Fall Symposium
(Continued from page 1)
Boyd answered attendees’ questions about which record-
ers and microphones to use, as well as the importance 
of developing and implementing long-term preservation 
strategies, understanding file formats, and monitoring file 
integrity over time.
On day two, the program featured a local oral history 
projects showcase that explored curation and access issues 
and workflows in academic, community, and public radio 
environments. Noah Lenstra, graduate student in the 
University of Illinois Graduate School of Library and In-
formation Science, talked about eBlackCU, a project that 
connected university and high school students with insti-
tutional archives to build a website and public programs 
focused on oral histories of African American history and 
culture. Creating a collaborative and participatory oral 
history environment was the focus of the presentation by 
U of I archivist for Electronic Records, Joanne Kaczmarek, 
who described her work with Ellen Swain on the Evolving 
Archives Initiative (EvA) to capture university history. In 
his presentation, Jack Brighton, director of New Media 
and Innovation at WILL (Illinois Public Media), discussed 
curating oral history interviews and the specific ways in 
which public radio initiatives can be broadly utilized in 
digital preservation workflows for audiovisual materials.
Attendees enjoy the Fall Symposium’s reception at the Spurlock 
Museum.
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2015 Annual Meeting
(Continued from page 1)
President's Message
(Continued from page 2)
for granted the talent and commitment of the people in 
this organization.
In closing, let me make one reminder. As you know, the 
spring 2015 Annual Meeting will be held in Lexington, 
Kentucky, May 6–9. During the Member’s Meeting, we 
will be considering motions to bring clarity to the defini-
tions of voting members of Council and the establishment 
of a quorum during a business meeting to our Bylaws and 
Constitution. You will see these proposed revisions in this 
Newsletter. Please take a moment to read them through 
Amy Cooper Cary
President, Midwest Archives Conference
On Friday evening, symposium attendees enjoyed a catered 
reception at the Spurlock Museum and toured the museum 
to a serenade by the talented special collections colleagues 
and musicians Scott Schwartz and Marten Stromberg. 
All in all, attendees learned a great deal and had their 
oral history questions answered. One attendee reported:
The overall perspective was important in framing 
efforts to make materials available—in other words, 
values and ideas about what’s important, and how to 
think about oral history informed the process. This 
was very helpful! I appreciated the time offered by the 
presenters to freely discuss any aspect of the work, both 
during the official time slots and informally before 
and after.
Symposium cochairs Bethany Anderson and Anke Voss 
had the opportunity to work with a stellar group of col-
leagues who comprised the organizing committee (Rory 
Grennan, Joanne Kaczmarek, Ellen Swain, Cara Bertram, 
Sherrie Bowser, Jameatris Rimkus, Joyce Meyer, and Noah 
Lenstra). The symposium cochairs and organizing com-
mittee members are also grateful to the many donors who 
provided support and made this event possible, including 
the University of Illinois Library, the University of Illinois 
Graduate School of Library and Information Science, 
Northern Micrographics, the Illinois State Archives, the 
Champaign County Convention and Visitors Bureau, and 
the U of I Records and Information Management Service 
(Urbana-Champaign, Chicago, and Springfield). Without 
this generous support and collaboration, the symposium 
would not have been the great event that it was!
Another meeting favorite is the student and new 
professional posters. A call went out in November, 
with a deadline of January 15, 2015. If you have 
something to offer, please visit the MAC website 
at www.midwestarchives.org to find out more and 
submit your proposal.
The Annual Meeting Program Committee is 
composed of Cochairs Stephanie Bricking and Lisa 
Sjoberg, along with members John Faundeen, Matt 
Gorzalski, Sasha Griffin, Brad Houston, Jamie Mar-
tin, Shane Molander, Lisa Rickey, Carrie Schwier, 
Heather Stone, and Marcella Wiget. 
This Joel Pett cartoon is sure to resonate with archivists.
and be prepared to vote on this proposal in the upcom-
ing Members’ Meeting. You will also see appropriate 
announcements via the MAC Blast.
As always, don’t hesitate to contact me if you have ques-
tions or concerns about MAC. I look forward to seeing 
you all at the spring meeting in Lexington! 
My best wishes to you all,
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DID YOU RENEW YOUR MAC 
MEMBERSHIP FOR 2015?
If you haven’t already renewed, you must do so by 
January 30 to ensure your eligibility to vote in the 
upcoming spring election. You can do it online to 
make sure you meet the deadline.
Thanks to your involvement, MAC benefits its 
members in many ways and at a very affordable 
price. Membership allows you to keep in touch 
through the MAC Newsletter, Archival Issues, the 
Annual Meeting, the Fall Symposium, and other 
services. 
If you haven’t already, consider going green by 
making the switch to electronic-only delivery of 
MAC publications. On your renewal form, check 
off the “online only” option for the delivery of 
the MAC Newsletter and Archival Issues. You will 
be notified by e-mail when the new publication 
is available on the MAC website. Changes will 
only be made to your delivery choices during each 
renewal period.
Renewing online is even easier this year, with the 
option to pay by credit card or check. Go to the 
MAC website, click the login icon in the upper 
right-hand corner, and enter your personalized 
login information to gain access to the Members’ 
Only homepage. From there you will be redirected 
to a renewal form with your personalized informa-
tion. Confirm or update the information before 
submitting and receiving directions to select your 
payment type. If you are paying by check, print 
out your confirmation page and mail it along with 
your check to the address listed on the form. 
Thank you again for your continued support 
of MAC. We look forward to your continued 
involvement in 2015! 
Council Actions from September 12 through 
November 30, 2014
• On October 16, 2014, Council unanimously passed the 
motion to approve the slate of candidates for the 2015 
election as submitted by the Nominating Committee. 
All members voted, except Michael Doylen and Jennifer 
Johnson, who recused themselves.
• On October 22, 2014, Council unanimously approved 
the minutes of its fall 2014 meeting as amended with 
all members voting. 
• On October 27, 2014, Council unanimously passed the 
motion to offer Holly Blessen a contract as MAC’s graphic 
designer with all members voting, save Erik Moore.
Treasurer’s Report
By Joel Thoreson,  
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America Archives
Overall Finances
As of mid-October, our financial picture for 2014 looks 
good, with membership renewals in December expected 
to put us close to our anticipated income for the year. Both 
the Annual Meeting and the Fall Symposium were success-
ful, generating a small surplus in revenue. Your generous 
contributions to the Student Meeting Scholarships allowed 
a number of students to attend the Annual Meeting. As 
you renew your membership this year, remember that even 
small donations to that fund and to the general operating 
fund can help.
2015 Budget
A budget for 2015 was adopted at the MAC Council 
meeting held this September. That budget anticipates an 
$8,000 shortfall. Our cash reserve investment accounts 
help us to weather annual deficits of this sort, but the 
more we are able to go green and receive our publications 
in electronic formats only, the more we are able to save on 
printing and mailing costs.
(Continued from page 9)
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 800-663-8172/100                                                                             www.eloquent-systems.comEloquent Archives™
DESCRIBE
PUBLISH
TRACK
RESEARCH
CLICK PUBLISHING
Export EAD & MARC with return links 
for access from library and federated 
systems. Publish EAD, HTML, PDF, and 
RTF reports. Get meaningful usage 
statistics with Google Analytics.
ACCESSIONS & STORAGE
Allocate available warehouse locations 
for new accessions; find and track 
requested items; get statistical reports 
on linear and cubic quantity by 
collection, accession, donor and others.
CONTENT & METADATA
Describe with DACS, ISAD(G) or RAD and 
control authorized names with ISAAR; 
prompt-specific online help for 
professional describing; rapid capture and 
linking of digital content, including Email.
REFERENCE SERVICE
Finding aids with intuitive keyword 
searches or precision logic, shopping cart 
and automatic email requests. Members 
self-register for additional online services 
including workflow status.  
FINDING AIDS and MUCH MORE
Build your Brand with Social Media
Photo Tagging & Crowdsourcing
Digital Asset Management (DAM)
Going online with your archival holdings!
Speakers Bureau Update
Work on the Speakers Bureau continues in earnest with 
some great offerings coming in spring 2015!! The com-
mittee continues to compile a speakers’ resource list which 
will be an online listing of speakers throughout the region 
who are willing to give workshops. Ellen Swain (eswain@
illinois.edu) and Tanya Zanish-Belcher (zanisht@wfu.edu) 
head up the effort—contact them for more information.
Council (one position) 
Janet Carleton, Ohio University (OH)
Michele Sweetser, Marquette University (WI)
Wes Wilson, DePauw University (IN)
Nominating Committee (two positions)
Bethany Anderson, University of Illinois at 
Urbana-Champaign (IL)
Jeremy Brett, Texas A&M University (TX)
Michele Christian, South Dakota State University (SD)
Meagan Kellom, Minnesota Historical Society (MN)
Voting will take place electronically via the MAC 
website from February 2 through February 28, 2015. 
If you need a paper ballot, please contact MAC sec-
retary Michael Doylen at doylenm@uwm.edu. The 
candidates’ biographical information and statements 
will be posted on the MAC website prior to the election 
at www.midwestarchives.org. 
The elected officers will begin their terms at the conclu-
sion of the Annual Members’ Meeting in May 2015. 
2015 Election
(Continued from page 1)
Do you love MAC?
Why not share your love of MAC and the Annual 
Meeting with a new meeting attendee and/or new 
member? The MAC PALS program is in need of 
MAC members to serve as guides to new meeting 
attendees. Meet them at a prereception event to talk 
shop, speed-mentor, and share your must-dos for the 
Annual Meeting.
Interested in becoming a PAL? Not sure if you qualify, 
but might be interested? Please contact the MAC pals 
coordinator, Natalie Morath, at macpalsprogram@
gmail.com.
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MAC Seeks Applicants for 2015 Scholarships
Like the good steward it is, MAC likes to pay it forward. We 
excel at engaging, encouraging, and mentoring students of our 
trade and our younger cohorts. One way we do this is through 
scholarships. MAC offers three: the Louisa Bowen Memorial 
Scholarship, the Archie Motley Memorial Scholarship, and the 
Emeritus Scholarship for First-Time MAC Meeting Attendees. 
We’re seeking applicants for these valuable awards. 
Louisa Bowen Memorial Scholarship
The annual MAC Louisa Bowen Memorial Scholarship 
is designed to provide financial assistance to a resident or 
full-time student pursuing graduate education in archival 
administration. The award is comprised of a $750 scholarship 
and a one-year membership to MAC. 
To be eligible for a scholarship, the applicant must 1) be a 
resident of or full-time student residing in one of the MAC 
member states; 2) be currently enrolled in or accepted into, 
a graduate, multicourse program in archival administration. 
(If the program is not listed in the SAA Directory of Archival 
Education [www.archivists.org/prof-education/edd-index.
asp], the applicant must provide proof of the multicourse 
standard by submitting copies of course descriptions from 
the institution’s current departmental catalog); and 3) have 
a grade-point average of at least 3.0 (on a 4.0 scale) in his or 
her academic program.
Complete application information is available on the MAC 
website at www.midwestarchives.org/bowen or from Bowen 
Scholarship Committee Chair Elizabeth Wilkinson, George-
town University Library, Center for Special Collections, 
37th and O Streets, NW, Washington, DC 20057-1174, or 
at ew543@georgetown.edu. Applications must be received 
electronically or postmarked by March 1, 2015.
Archie Motley Memorial Scholarship
The Archie Motley Memorial Scholarship is designed to 
provide financial assistance to minority students pursuing 
graduate education in archival administration and to encour-
age ethnic diversification of the MAC membership and of 
the archival profession as a whole. Two $750 scholarships, 
accompanied by one-year memberships in MAC, will be 
awarded. 
To be eligible, the applicant must 1) be of African, American 
Indian, Asian or Pacific Islander, or Latino descent; 2) be 
a student currently enrolled in or accepted in a graduate, 
multicourse program in archival administration; and 3) have 
a grade-point average of at least 3.0 (on a 4.0 scale) in his or 
her academic program. As with the Bowen Scholarship, if 
the graduate program is not listed in the SAA Directory of 
Archival Education, the applicant must provide proof of the 
multicourse standard by submitting copies of course descrip-
tions from the institution’s current departmental catalog. 
Unlike the Bowen award, applicants need not be residents 
of or attend school in the MAC region. 
Applications are available from the MAC website and Archie 
Motley Memorial Scholarship for Minority Students Com-
mittee Chair Alison Stankrauff, Archivist and Associate 
Librarian, Franklin D. Schurz Library, Indiana University 
South Bend, PO Box 7111, South Bend, IN 46634, or at 
astankra@iusb.edu. Applications must be electronically 
submitted or postmarked by March 1, 2015.
Emeritus Scholarship for First-Time MAC 
Meeting Attendees
The MAC Emeritus Scholarship was envisioned by emeritus 
member Tim Ericson, and initial funding was provided by 
other MAC emeriti. The award provides a one-time travel 
stipend of up to $500, or two $250 stipends, to graduate 
students or practicing archivists who have not previously 
attended a MAC meeting. The award may be used to cover 
registration, travel, lodging, workshop fees, and any other 
meeting expenses. MAC membership is not required, nor 
must applicants reside in the MAC region. 
Applications for the scholarship may be downloaded from 
the MAC website. Applications must include an essay of no 
more than 500 words and one letter of support. Applications 
and supporting documentation may be submitted either 
electronically or by postal mail and must be received by 
February 1, 2015. Electronic submissions are preferred. 
Please send all submission information to Cheri Thies, chair 
of the selection committee, at the Minnesota Historical 
Society, 345 Kellogg Blvd. West, St. Paul, MN 55102, or 
at cheri.thies@mnhs.org. 
All scholarship recipients are also expected to write an 
essay for the October MAC Newsletter on their experiences 
at the meeting and its importance to their professional 
development.
All awards will be announced at the 2015 Annual Meeting. 
And MAC members, don’t forget: we keep these important 
programs going through your generous donations. Consider 
a pledge to the scholarship funds next time you renew your 
membership! 
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Nominations Sought for Emeritus Member Award
Each year, the MAC Membership Committee solicits 
nominations from the MAC membership for candidates 
to the status of Emeritus Member. Nominees must be 
retired from archival work and have been MAC members 
for a minimum of 10 (not necessarily consecutive) years. 
More important, nominees must have made a significant 
and substantial contribution to MAC during their 
archival careers.
The Emeritus Membership Award and special member-
ship status of Emeritus Member were created to recog-
nize retired members who contributed to the success, 
growth, and visibility of MAC through committee work, 
programming, outreach, and governance. The award 
intends to recognize those who work behind the scenes 
for MAC, as well as those who have been honored by 
election to office.
The deadline for nominations is January 31. Click on 
Awards at the MAC website, www.midwestarchives.
org, and download the Emeritus Award nomination 
form. Send the completed form to Alexis Braun Marks, 
CA, University Archivist, Eastern Michigan University, 
Bruce T. Halle Library, 310, Ypsilanti, MI 48197, or at 
abraunma@emich.edu.
